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The Agapi of SMSMCQO

May the joy of the risen Christ be with the whole Community

What a busy term wedve had! I 6d |1k
they did throughout the term and especially the wonderful effort shown on
Open Day. We have already had a number of enrolments for 2019 and most o
them came in after Open Day. Congratulations to the staff for the way you pre-
sented both campuses and thank you. | would also like to thank Sherry Selim
who kindly assisted at Primary with refreshments for our visitors. As a thank yd
for coming to school on Saturday 10 March the whole school will benefit by ha
ing Friday 28 September as a day in lieu.

Requests for Interviews:

From the start of term 2 any parent who would like to make a formal time to
see a teacher, the Head of Primary, the Director of Studies, the Wellbeing Coqg
dinator or the Head of College is required to call either the Primary or Second-
ary campus to book a time. The nature of the interview must also be stated. It
not acceptable to simply turn up and expect an interview and staff should be g
en the courtesy of knowing what the interview is about.

Further Upgrades at Secondary

Over the April school holidays the bathrooms for both the girls and boys at the
secondary campus wi |l be renovated.
raising funds to assist with the project and the Coptic Board for approving the

work. We are still short of funds for this project so if any parent or grandparent
could find it in their heart to give us a helping hand with a donation we would b,
very grateful.

Term 2
We finish for school holidays on Friday 13 April and will return on 30 April. All

students should return in winter uniform. At secondary this means the outer gar-

ment MUST be the College Blazer and the girls will be wearing blue stockings
the short white socks.

Dates for Term 2
Please refer to the back page of the newsletter for important dates in

Mrs T. Veness
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Announcement

Addition of New Members to the NSW Coptic Schools Board

“Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come”

'May the Lord Jesus Christ

(Revelation 1:4)

With the Grace of God the Father, the Power of His Only Begotten Son and the
Guidance of the Holy Spirit, | would like to announce the addition of the
following new members to the NSW Coptic Schools Board:

1. Ms. Amany Bastawrous
2. Ms Shiry Iskandar

| pray the Lord to bless the service of all the members of the Board to bear fruits
for the kingdom of God with the blessings of our Virgin Mary and all the Saints
and with the prayers of our Father HH Pope Tawadros Il Pope of Alexandria &
Patriarch of the See of St Mark in Egypt and all countries of immigration, may
the Lord keep his life for us for many years to come.

bless you all.

> Bishop Daniel g |

Coptic Ortodox Church :
oo A
Bishop Daniel
With the Grace of God
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions
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St Mary & St Mina’s Coptic Orthodox College

339 < 377 Forest Road, Bexley NSW 2207 (Primary School)
4-5 Alexandra Parade, Rockdale NSW 22116 (Secondary School)

“in Whom are hidden all the freasures of Wisdom and Knowledge™
(Colossians 2:3)

NAPLAN Growth Rates Released

Last Wednesday ACARA released the 2017 NAPLAN results for the My Schools website. | am pleased to report that St
Mary and St Mina's received a letter from Rob Randall the Chief Executive Officer commending the College for the
magnitude of the above average growth in NAPLAN resulls. | would like to congratulate the staff on the work they have
been doing to improve our growth in Literacy and Numeracy and also commend the students for their hard work, In the
next newsletter | will outling the strategies we have used to bring about this wonderful result.

Here is the letter from Mr. Randall:
Dear Principal,

I am pleasad to advise that ACARA has identified your school as having demonstrated substantially above
average gain in reading andfor numeracy achievement, as measured by NAPLAN.

As you kmow, ACARA publishes the latest data on Australian schools on the My School website each year. The 2018
update will take place on Wednesday 7 March 2018 and aleng with a new look website will include:

« 2017 NAPLAN results for schools
+ 2017 school profile and population data
« 2016 school financial information, including capital expenditure and sources of funding.

Since 2013, ACARA has been releasing information on schools that demonstrate substantially above average gain in
their NMAPLAN results, as students’ progress from Year 3 to Year 5 and from Year 7 to Year 9,

On behalf of ACARA, | would like to extend my congratulations to you and your school community on this achievement.
Improvement in student literacy and/or numeracy of this magnitude, as measured by NAPLAN, is significant
and worthy of highlighting and acknowledging.

Best wishes,
Rob Randall
Chief Executive Officer
ACARA
Postal Address: PO Box 63 Bexley NSW 2207
Primary Schoal - Bexley www.stmary.nsw.edu.au Secondary School - Rockdale
Phone: 02 9599 1155 Admin Email: office @stmary. nsw.edu.au Phone: 02 9597 4833
Fax: 02 9599 1165 Accounts Email: accounts@stmary.nsw.edu.au Fax: 02 9597 4922
ABN 12088941913
. o

ST MARY & ST MINAGSGS COPTI C ORTEGBEDOX COLL
G666PAGYENBEOYAsPSRAzPI dz




TERM 1, ISSUE 2 PAGE 4

Head Of Primary

Athletics Carnival

The annual Athletics Carnival was a wonderful day that was thoroughly enjoyf
students, teacher and parents. Students fror2 Ktudents received Ribbons on thy
day and were very excited to show them to their parents/guardians. The winnig
house for the 2018 Athletics Carnival was St. George and they are to be cong
lated for their efforts at the carnival this year.

Easter Hat Parade

ebration.

Kindergarten

3:15 pm with the rest of the Primary students. Parents will be required to pick
their children from the Hall in the afternoon.

Healthy Harold

It was wonderful to see our students enjoy Healthy Harold. They enjoyed Har
visiting them as a whole school. The students were educated about benefits ¢
healthy lifestyle and the harms associated with an unhealthy lifestyles.

Kingsgrove RSL

Our Year 6 students thoroughly enjoyed the Anzac Day Service at
Kingsgrove RSL. They paid their respect to the fallen soldiers and werdgs
standing throughout the ceremony. Lest we Forget!

Winter School Uniform

From Term 2 students will be required to attend school in their winter school unlforms Tihiéorm Shop will be
open on Monday 23 of April, Tuesday 24 of April, Thursday 28 of April and Friday 27 of April in the second week of the
holidays. The opening times for the Uniform shop are from 9:0Qa#5pm. Please call the office prior to coming to confir
that the Uniform Shop is open on 95991155.

Mrs. Fanous

I would liketo wish Mrs. Fanous all the best during her maternity leave. We thank you for the hard
work and constant care towards our studenié/e will miss you at the College and we look forward to
your return next year.
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Young Leaders Day

Our School captains were given the opportunity to attend a Young Les
day Conference atnternational Convention Centrelt was a fantastic D
that our College Captains thoroughly enjoyed. They listened to many in$"

tional leaders throughout the day.

NAPLAN

Our Year 3 and Year 5 students are currently involved a program of explicit and systematic teachiing a:
preparation for the NAPLAN testing. Periodic testing and specific testing and preparation is also part of
our preparation. To better prepare your child for NAPLAN please listen to their reading, support thgm
as they write, take every opportunity to extend their vocabulary and encourage English conversafion as
much as possible.

NAPLAN is an annual assessment for all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. It tests the types of sk|lls th:
are essential for every child to progress through school and life. The tests cover skills in reading, wWijting
spelling, grammar and punctuation, and numeracy. The assessments are undertaken every year iffMay

The results provide information about students achievement that can e used to inform teaching
learning programs. Specific information, including details about the tests, student participation, d
adjustments and reporting can be found on the NAPLAN website (https://www.nap.edu.au/home).
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Conclusion of Term

| would like to thank and congratulate everyone for a wonderful Term. | hope everyone had a lovel
Easter with family and loved ones. | hope everyone has an enjoyable break and we are looking foraard
to working with your child next Term. Ekhristos anesti! Alithos anesti!

Mr. S. Nicola

Head of Primary
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Progressive House Points

St. Mina

St. Demiana

1246 920

" Students of The Week w:

Week 5 Week 6 Week 7

Kindy 8 Catherine Josephs Kindy 8 Eliana Saleeb Kindy & Holly Attya
Hebrews 9:15 Year 11 0 Justina Said Year 110 Isabella Nicola Year 11 6 Benjamin Fanous
65 And for this reason| | Yéar 2P & David Abdah Year 2P & Christine Ghobrial |Year 2P 8 Aiden Seymour

He is the Mediator of

Year 3Fd Nicodemus Georgiades| Year 3Fd Jovana Bojceska |Year 3F 8 Elijah Habashy
the new covenant, by

means of death, for th] | Year 4B & David Nassif Year 4B o Oliver Shenouda| | Year 4Bd David Nassif
redemption of the _ _
transgressions under Year 5F -Heleana Attalla Year 5F 6 Mirolla Khalil Year 5F -Grace Iskander

the first covenant, that
those who are called
may receive the prom
ise of the eternal inhel Week 8

itance. PrinCipaI A\NarKindya Luke Fanous

Year 11 8 Joneer Ibrahim

Year 6A -Maximus Nassif Year 6A -David Fanous Year 6A -Marco Ataalla

Week 5

Year 2P § Natalya Farag
Kindy o

Year 3F 8 Jacob Magdy
Year 1106

Year 4Bo Carla Habib
Year 2P ¢ Natalya Farag

Year 5F -Christian Matar
Year 3F 0 Antonios Keriakos

Riddle of the Year 6A -Hebah Malek
Week Year 4G dJoel Samson
Which is the only
way a leopard can Week 6 Week 8
' ?
SR IS el Year 118 Joneer Ibrahim Year 2P & Lukas Youssef
Prevpus lsisls Year 2P 8 Marcus Mikhail Year 2P 8 Gabriel Hanna
Solution
Year 2P 8 Aiden Seymour Year 2P 8 Jacob Bechaye
How many months
have 28 Days? Year 3F8 Gabriella Selim Year 3F8 Rafael Refuerzo
Answer: All 12 Year 5F-Youanna Ibrahim Year 3F3 Alexander Sedkey
months have 28 days Year 3F 0 Jovana Bojceska ( 2 Awards)
Year 5F 0 Youanna Ibrahim

g N 7 ~

ST MARY & ST MI NAOG S cCoOPTI C O R TEHGE& D O X coLL
666PaAGYI NEBOYagdSRAzPI dz



TERM 1, ISSUE 2 PAGE 7

Coptic Orphans Update

St.Mina St. Demiana
$10.05 $7.50
Medallions
Week 5 Week 6 Week 8

6A 0 Esther Makarie (Gold) |Year 3Fd Antonios Keriakos (Bronze) Year 2Pd Natalya Farag (Bronz

[9))

Wellbeing and Mental Health

Society tends to focus on success, leaving many people to fear failure. However, failure is a normal
and necessary part of life. Failure brings many lessons. It teaches us compassion, empathy, kindness,
humility and resilience. In order to succeed, failure is needed. It reminds us that we are not neces-

sarily bad at something, just that we need to find a different method and way to achieve success.

Use failure as a way to help you succeed. When something does not work out, take time to loak at
what did and did not work. This allows you to think of new ideas and ways of reaching your goals

(try using SMART goals).

And not onlythat,but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces persever-
ance;and perseverance, character; and character, hdjmev hope does not disappoint, because

the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
Romans 5:3%
Miss T. Batty
School Counsellor

ST MARY & ST MINAGS COPTI C ORTEGGEDOX COLL
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Kindergaytecience )

Do humans, animals and plants have the same needs? Do you know ho
grow? Do you know what they need to grow? These are just some questio
Kindergarten students have been investigating this term in Science.

Throughout the unit we have been focusing on growth of people, animals and
and how their main needs are all the same. We conducted an experiment org
plants grow. We looked at the different features of plants and the things they
for them to grow. After having a discussion about plants, we planted our seea
placed the cups in the classroom. Every day one student waters the plants any /},
take the plants outside for some air and sunlight. Over the next two weeks
students will hopefully being to see their plants sprout and will be able to discover
what roots are and what they looked like. We are also, focusing on one plant to
see what will happen if we did not provide it with the essentials which are needed
for plants to survive and we will observed the results over the coming weeks. The
students are very excited and proud that they are able to grow plants as well as
| earn how plants need certain Oneedsd® to stay

I

Mrs C. Assad
Kindergarten Teacher

YeadPDH

In Health this Term the Year 1 students have been learning about all
ways to keep them safe as a pedestrian, a passenger and a bike ridg
Throughout the Term, they have completed various activities where t
have identified safe and unsafe places to cross the road, good and bj§f
choices of behaviour while in a car and understanding the importanct
wearing a helmet when riding a bike, scooter or skateboard. As a wajjsss
immerse the students in this topic, as well as to integrate it with the
Creative Arts, the students created their own set of traffic lights using
paper plates, cardboard and paint. This was a fun activity and a grealk
for the students to always remember what the traffic lights mean.

Miss L. Iffland
Year 1 Teacher
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